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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Moradell at a! (US patent no. 6,113,051). Moradell discloses a seat track assembly 
comprising:a lower track (11) having an outer distal wall (11), the outer distal wall 
having a plurality of locking windows (14) formed therein; an upper track (29) slidably 
coupled to the lower track for movement among a plurality of seating positions relative 
to the lower track, the upper track including a wall (21 ) and a distal wall (21 ) spaced 
apart from the wall for receiving the outer distal wall of the lower track therebetween 
during movement of the upper track relative to the lower track, the wall and the distal 
wall each having corresponding pluralities of first and second support apertures (25); a 
locking mechanism (3) for selectively interlocking the upper and lower tracks, the 
locking mechanism having a plurality of pins (32) selectively movable in and out of a 
locked position, wherein the plurality of pins extends through the locking window of the 
lower track and is supported by the first and second support apertures of the upper 
track in a double shearing condition to prevent sliding adjustment of the upper track 
relative to the lower track; regarding claim 9, wherein the locking mechanism allows 
incremental adjustment of the upper track relative to the lower track among the plurality 
of seating positions, wherein the plurality of seating positions are equally spaced by a 
predetermined adjustment increment. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/5/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that "In the '051 reference, the flange 1 1 of the female 
track 1 is not disposed between the flanges 21 of the male track 2. Rather, the flange 1 1 
of the female track 1 Is disposed between the flange 21 and the respective outer flange 
return 22 of the male track 2" (page 7, last four lines of remarks section). Examiner 
disagrees and offers the illustration below. The return flange is part of the outer distal 
wall (1 1 ) of the lower track. It is between the flange 21 being curved wall as illustrated 
below. 



Outer distal wall 



Outer distal wall 




Applicant also argues that " the teeth 32 cannot extend through a locking 
window (notches 14) of the lower track (female track 1 ) and be supported by first 
support apertures (cutouts 25) and second support apertures (non-existent) of the upper 
track (male track 2) because the outer flange return 22 does not include second support 
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apertures, as specifically required by claim 8. As such, the '051 reference does not 
disclose each and every element..." (page 8, line paragraph 1 in bold letters). Examiner 
disagrees and offers the illustration below. 
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Applicant's recitation requires that "wherein said plurality of pins extends through 
said locking window of said lower track and is supported by said first and second 
support apertures of said upper track in a double shearing condition to prevent sliding 
adjustment of said upper track relative to said lower track." (claim 8, last three lines). 
Moradell teaches the pins (32) above extends and supported by first and second 
apertures on both walls of the upper track (as illustrated above) and at the same time 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,308 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3632 

extends through the locking window (14) on both walls (as illustrated in figure 4). 
Consequently, the limitation is met by Moradell et al. 
Claims 1-7. and 14 are allowed. 

Claims 10-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Korie H. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shriver can be reached on (571)272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Korie H. Chan/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 

khc 
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